


It’s been great having all of our students back on
the school site and I have enjoyed getting to
know them this half term. I’m pleased to
say that attendance is much better, as is
behaviour, though both remain a work in
progress. Unless your son/daughter is
exhibiting Covid symptoms (high
temperature, new continuous dry cough,
loss of taste or sense of smell), please
ensure they attend school every day.  

After half term, please ensure your
son/daughter brings three masks in a
small bag into school every day. We have
distributed over 1,700 masks this term already, which has incurred a lot 
of cost for the school and we would like to minimise this where
possible. Many thanks for your help. Whilst the pandemic has
presented challenges for us all in different ways, there have been some 
unexpected positives we can take. For example, there has been an
outpouring of kindness across the country but in our community
specifically which is heart-warming. There have also been plenty of
opportunities for us to demonstrate and develop our resilience.
Communities have worked together to provide support for those in 
need. My hope is that, as a community, we continue acting in kindness 
and with resilience to work together long after the Covid crisis has 
passed. 

Over the half-term break, I hope your sons and daughters get some 
all-important rest and downtime.

Mr Collins
Principal

Welcome



This has been a long half-term, especially after months of home
learning, so I am sure they will appreciate the break from school! 
During their time away from Ark Alexandra, please encourage them to 
pick up a book and get some fresh air and exercise. 

Parents of Year 11s & 13s: form tutors will be making revision
timetables/plans with your sons and daughters this week. Please help 
support and guide them to focus on their revision, ready for mocks
after half term. You could test them around the dinner table or ask 
them to
explain a topic to you.  If they like using revision cards ask them to 
watch this video on YouTube on the Leitner System at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C20EvKtdJwQ.  Any strategies 
like this will help them with their learning. Whilst the government have 
suggested that exams take place as usual next summer, it is all the more 
important that maximum effort and preparation goes into these mocks. 
They are essential practice for their GCSE and A Levels. 

In staffing news, we are sad to see Helen Phillips retire. Helen worked 
at the school for more than 30 years and will be missed. We wish her 
every happiness in her retirement.  

We welcome Mr Luke Atkinson to Ark Alexandra after half term as
Assistant Principal leading Inclusion. He will be ensuring that the
support that some of our students need to be successful in class is lead 
and supported.  Mr Atkinson worked at William Parker, before
leading behaviour at Rye and then leading a Primary.  We are very 
much looking forward to utilising his wide experience for the benefit of 
our students. 

Wishing you all a happy and healthy half term, 

Liam Collins



Attendance

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you and your family remain safe and well. 

I write to you to just remind all families that despite the challenges we face with 
the pandemic we are well and truly up and running with so many successes gained 
already so early in the term. As an Academy, we know and understand the impact the 
coronavirus has had but wish to make clear that we are passionate to ensure we work 
extremely hard to catch up our students on the work, progress and opportunities they 
have missed out on. This means that students must take their attendance to school very 
seriously. Please ensure they are with us on time and in attendance each day. To add 
to the pandemic, the cold season approaches, so please assist us in ensuring that your 
child has a warm, dark coloured coat that they wear in inclement weather conditions. 

There has always been a strong link between good attendance and good academic 
outcomes. This combined with parental involvement can allow for huge impact on the 
progress and development for their children across all year groups. 

In any good school it is essential that in order for pupils to make strong progress they 
must be present.  Research conducted by the Department for Education (DfE) found 
that good attendance (i.e. being in school over 95% of the time) is critical due to its di-
rect impact on pupil attainment. Pupils with excellent attendance perform significantly 
better than those who have poor attendance. Research also shows that as a pupil’s 
attendance declines, the likelihood of securing good academic outcomes at the end of 
KS4 also goes down. 

There are only 190 days of school in any one academic year; this means for any 
given year, 175 days students are not required to be in school.  Consequently, 
we can only accept a student’s absence for only the most exceptional reasons.  
Whilst some illness is unavoidable, please understand that 100% is recognised 
as an expected level of school attendance. It is important that we instil some 
grit and resilience in our children to ensure that habits of ‘taking the day off ’ 
don’t follow them into their adult life. 



Attendance

As a simple rule, if they don’t have a temperature (more than 38C in adults, 
37.5C in children) they should come into school.  Battling through, at times, is 
a crucial life lesson for us all.   

Of course, if your child presents Coronavirus symptoms they must stay at 
home and you must get a test and keep us informed of the result of the test. 

The table below highlights the learning time lost when a student is absent. It’s 
interesting to note that 90% sounds positive in other situations, but in the con-
text of students missing time it is seen as ‘persistent absence’ and is a serious 
matter, considering the impact on their academic outcomes.



Attendance

Once a half term, we will be sending letters out to all parents to highlight your 
son or daughter’s current attendance.  It will be congratulatory for those with 
an attendance of between 98% and 100%; a well done for those above 96%; how 
can we help and support for those between 91% and 95% because we are con-
cerned; an outline of the support available for those students whose attendance 
is below 90%, and the consequences if that absence continues. 

It is the responsibility of the parent/carer to notify the school on each day of 
absence before 8am. This can be done by leaving a message on the absence line: 
01424 439888 or by emailing;  

Years 7 & 8- Mrs Barham – l.barham@arkalexandra.org  
Years 9, 10 & 11- Miss Anderson – melissa.anderson@arkalexandra.org
 
We realise that any child can suddenly fall ill and be unable to attend school, 
but please be specific with the reason given if this does occur. After 3 days of 
absence, medical evidence will also need to be provided. 

If you would like a meeting to discuss how we may support you further with 
your child’s attendance at this stage, or if you wish to discuss this matter fur-
ther, please contact the relevant Head of Year on 01424 439888. 

Year 7 Mr Sully 
Year 8 Ms Scott 
Year 9 Mrs Hodgkin 
Year 10 Miss Clark 
Year 11 Mrs Deeprose 

Have a wonderful half term break and we look forward to seeing you on the 
2nd November. 

Yours faithfully, 
Jerome Scafe, Associate Principal



COVID-19 Update

As you are aware, the Government now requires all school to ensure that
student’s wear masks in shared indoor areas, such as our corridors.  At the 
start of term, we purchased 1,700 masks so that all students would have one 
that they could use for school and public transport.  We were expecting them 
to last beyond the first term, but we have finally run out.

Please can you ensure that your son or daughter brings at least one mask to 
school?  As we know the wearing of the mask protects everyone else if you 
have the COVID virus.  This is so important for our young people to follow as 
often they do not show any symptoms of COVID19.  We want to protect all our 
community, staff, parents and grandparents from catching the virus.  It is part 
of our expected equipment, and the sanctions for not having one is consistent 
with the rest of the list.  We will have spares but will be charging 50 pence for 
each one as the school cannot afford to replace anymore.  We have spent over 
£10,000 on ensuring we are doing as much as possible to stop the spread of 
COVID19.

If your son or daughter catch public transport, they must wear a mask to
ensure that they are not fined.



Term 2 begins Mon 2nd Nov 2020

Year 11 & 13 Mock exams start Mon 9th Nov - Fri 27th Nov 2020

Term 2 ends Fri 18th Dec 2020

Inset Day Fri 4th Dec 2020

Inset Day Mon 4th Jan 2021

Term 3 begins Tue 5th Jan 2021

School photos Year 7/8 - Wed 27th Jan 2021
Year 9/10/11 - Thu 28th Jan 2021

Term 3 ends Thu 11th Feb 2021

Inset Day Fri 12th Feb 2021

Term 4 begins Mon 22nd Feb 2021

Key Dates

Due to the current COVID restrictions our Teacher-Parent meetings will be 
different this year. We are working on the best ways in which you receive 
feedback from your child’s teachers on their learning and assessment data.  
We will communicate further in Term 2 in this regard.



Mock Exam Dates

Below is the timetable for Year 11 to 13 mock exams this
November.



New Staff

Next term, we welcome new staff to our community.

Name Job Title
Luke Atkinson Assistant Principal
Hayley Keating Cleaner
Lorraine Tiltman Cleaner
June Taylor Cleaner
Isabel Pattenden Graduate Teaching Assistant
Nicky Sibanda Teaching Assistant
Ann Latreche Teaching Assistant
Abi Kirk Sixth Form Administrator
Ashley Howell Premises Assistant



Free School Meals

In these times of worry and concern for parents and carers and in 
light of recent events, we have taken the decision to provide free 
school meals this half-term.

Please check www.eastsussex.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals for
eligibility.



Open Evening

Open Evenings are an occasion our staff look forward to, creating 
an interactive, energetic and wonderful experience for you all to 
enjoy, but this year, as we are unable to invite you into the school, 
we have gone virtual and created two videos for you.

Please visit our website at:

https://arkalexandra.org/open-days

You will be introduced to the academy by our Principal,
Mr Collins, hear about our Church School status from Father 
David Hill, learn about our top-performing Sixth Form provision 
from Ms Horton, we will cover our SEND provision hearing from 
Ms Fautley (SENCo) and most importantly of all, our wonderful 
students will tell you what they enjoy most.



Star Of The Term

Year 9 student Evie
won a certificate for
outstanding and
brave service to the
community for her
life-saving actions.

A boy had fallen 20ft
from the cliffs and
had landed right in
front of her. Having
called an ambulance,
describing his injuries
to the call-handler,
holding his hand to
keep him calm and
running backwards
and forwards to the ambulance with trauma kits etc, in the words 
of the Police, her calm and brave actions undoubtedly helped 
save the boy’s life.

Well done Evie.



Student Awards

In celebration of the hard work, effort and excellent progress 
our students have made in their subjects, teachers have awarded 
them with certificates to thank them for the continued dedication 
to learning.



Outreach

As part of our outreach to new and returning students, we
thoroughly enjoyed our time meeting you all and answering your 
questions. 

We really appreciate your feedback too, thank you.



Golden Tickets

Rewarding positivity and displays of our values, faith, excellence 
and kindness, here are some Year 9 students celebrating their 
achievements. Congratulations to all Golden Ticket winning
students who have won some incredible prizes.

Enjoy the video at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9sLa6OTt2w



Ducklings

Our resident ducklings have now been released in Alexandra 
Park. Thanks to our minbus driver Marc and Operations Manager 
Ashley for their care.



Revision Guides

If you have any Revision Guides for Science, or any other subject, 
please donate them to support other students. You can drop them 
at reception and every book is appreciated.



Year 12 Pathways

The year 12 Professional Pathways students took part in their first Network 
conference this term (unfortunately at this time remotely, rather than in
London as in previous years).

The Students were joined by Emily Claire Bross (Private Equity Futureforce 
Analyst) and Daniel Otero (Private Equity Futureforce Analyst) and from 
Imagen: Jay Richards (CEO) and Cat Agostinho (COO), along with students 
from 5 other Ark Sixth forms.
 
The conference had two sessions.  The first, hosted by Salesforce, helped
students consider the question ‘Who am I online?’.

Students started to build their personal brand by carefully considering what 
they wanted to convey to employers. The second session, hosted with Imagen, 
helped students consider how they overcome everyday obstacles. Jay and Cat 
shared their personal experiences of difficulties they have faced, explaining 
how a positive response to obstacles can ensure you are still able to achieve 
your goals.

A productive, enjoyable and thought provoking experience had by all.   



Year 11 Catering

Enjoy these inspired works of art from the students in Hospitality 
and Catering.



Year 10 Catering

Year 10 student created these beautifully-deisgned and delicious 
Mille-Feuille cakes in Hospitality and Catering.




